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At its simplest, Jahtar i is a web label dedicated to digital laptop 
reggae. I tÕs hyper-modern dub music, an attempt to do something 
with the genre that hasnÕt been done before while sti l l keeping the 
bass at the center and the accent on the off beats. Ar tists build tracks 
from bare bones, keeping in mind Òdramaturgical f lowÓÐmeaning 
every bar should make sense and have a purpose. T his translates 
to instrumental reggae-dancehall that calls to mind the playful and 
weirdly f lat beats of the Õ80s Sleng Teng era, with r iddims double-
dipped in K ing TubbyÕs organic echo chamber and the digital tweaks 
and glitches of modern German dub technicians l ike Pole.
 At the hear t of the Jahtar i maelstrom l ies one of the musicÕs 
kindest and gentlest souls, Jan Gleichmar; he runs the entire 
operation from his f lat in Leipzig, Germany, and produces over half 
of the tunes released on the label under the name Disrupt. By day, 
the wor ldly Gleichmar records sound for a German documentary 
crew cover ing the Middle East and I ndia. H eÕs also a cer tif iable f i lm 
buff, a trait ref lected in his tunes, where snippets from Bollywood 
movies and sci-f i f l icks get dubbed out alongside forgotten videogame 
samples from your past.
 ÒT he idea is to have set l imits on the equipment and to work 
within these boundar ies,Ó says Gleichmar, pull ing a drag from his 
ever-present cigarette. ÒA track should work f irst and above all 
because it contains f ine and unique ideas and surpr ises.Ó
 H is philosophy has attracted a slew of l ike-minded ar tists who 
f i l l out the Jahtar i roster, such as CaliforniaÕs Blue Vitr iol (check 
out their ambient-inf luenced They Went to Ti tan EP) and DenmarkÕs 
Bo Marley, who dubs out vintage synths and l ive instruments. Even 
DisruptÕs neighbors from up the street are in on the act, with I l lyah 
producing analog-heavy sounds to back the wistful crooning of 
chanteuse L td. Candy. I nf luential Jamaican vocalists l ike Mikey 
Murka and Afr ican Simba also lend their talents to Jahtar iÕs wildly 
psychedelic catalog, which is pushing 25 net-only releases (al l 
available for free).
 DisruptÕs sound has grabbed the attention of LondonÕs Werk Discs, 
who released a slew of Disrupt tunes, including a single, a ful l-length 
called Foundation Bit?  (complete with a bonus 7-inch), and a ser ies 
of four 10Ós with album tracks and exclusives. ÒI Õve heard lots of 
ar tists messing around with dub, tr ying to add their own f lavor,Ó 
explains Werk label boss Dar ren Cunningham. ÒFor me, Jan really 
demonstrates a true understanding of the histor y, techniques, and 
construction of beats attr ibuted to proper dub, whilst adding his own 
digital interpretations.Ó
 Jahtar i has also expanded into the physical wor ld. A label best-of 
CD compi lation, Jahtarian Dubbers Vol. 1, is out now and a vinyl EP 
from Julien Neto (as John Frum) is coming soon. I n the meantime, 
grab a game control ler, l ight a splif f, and f ind all the 8-bit dub youÕll 
ever need on the Jahtar i website. 
Jahtar i an Dubbers Vol. 1 is out now, and a vinyl EP from Jul ien Neto. www.jahtar i .org

FROM A FLAT I N LEI PZI G, 
DI SRUPT MAKES DUB 
BRAND NEW AGAI N.
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